John Bowne High School  Class of 1969  40th Reunion Questionnaire

Please fill out the following, whether you plan to come to the reunion or not.  Then, e-mail the file as an attachment to sue_bowne69@yahoo.com or mail it via USPS - and don’t forget to mail your check!  Send it to: John Bowne '69 Alumni Association, c/o S. Rothaizer, 147-44 69th Road, Flushing, NY  11367-1732.  Thank you!


I will attend the reunion         X Yes                   __ tickets @ $80
            $  ?  Sue, am I paying?  I think you said I'm getting a free ride...?

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: John Bowne '69 Alumni Association          TOTAL:
$


Graduate name: Marion Leeds Carroll
Guest name: n/a
Address: 111 Fairmont St, Arlington, MA 02474

Phone:  (home) 781 646-9115         (work)  same       (cell) I'll turn this on when I'm on my way to NY, but it isn't on usually: 781 859-7310  e-mail: marion@leedscarroll.com


The commemorative booklet will include names, addresses, telephone numbers and e-mail information. 


X  Yes, please include both my address and phone number(s) in the booklet (don't mention my cell phone, since it's usually off)
X  Yes, include my e-mail address

If possible, seat me at a table with:  Elizabeth Schwartz 

Biographical Information
  Separated         no children    


Present occupation: web designer, voice teacher


Strangest job since leaving high school: trying to be a secretary (I don't have the skill-set or personality, but I made good money!)


What do you most enjoy doing: Singing Gilbert & Sullivan, building web pages, making silly Adobe Illustrator graphics. (There are lots of other things that I really used to enjoy, that I can't physically do any more.)


Most interesting experience(s) since leaving high school: directing many G&S operas, some opera, and - best of all - some Shakespeare.  I think the Twelfth Night production was the greatest overall... I wish I were still able to direct, but don't have the stamina now.


Person I’d most like to see from Bowne: Elizabeth Schwartz (I'm a stick-in-the-mud)


Favorite or most influential teacher: Irwin Wissner


Someone I had a crush on: Marty Ingber


Best memory of my years at Bowne: Hanging out with the Folk Club, singing & chatting, after school


Unusual places I’ve been to: None of them seem unusual to me


Proudest accomplishment: Raising money for the Accelerated Cure Project for Multiple Sclerosis through my series of Sing to Cure MS concerts  (see http://singtocurems.org/ )


Turning point in my life:  Which turning point?  Turning in which direction?:  Being diagnosed with MS, quitting a hated job & ending up with a career as a stage director/newsletter editor  --- quitting another hated job & ending up editing web pages for a living -- seeing my husband walk out just as my legs stopped working, & learning that I do have friends, and still have things to do in life.

Significant event(s) during the past ten years: 

- directed Yeomen of The Guard and Twelfth Night 
- trained in web design & started a new career

- received invite to AARP while playing 17-yr-old Cecily in The Importance of Being Earnest 
- performed my final operatic roles (at Longwood Opera) - temporarily lost voice from MS & became afraid to perform again

- started using a cane, then an electric scooter, then a wheeled walker

- directed my last show (All's Well That Ends Well) - reluctantly admit that I no longer have the stamina to direct

- husband left

- started annual Sing to Cure MS concerts (6 so far!)

- Adult Bat Mitzvah

- visited Israel


Current interests: trying to study Hebrew grammer & Torah trope; learning more complex CSS; walking (& sometimes even running!) on the gym's treadmill... wondering if performing/directing are really over forever... 


Politics/philosophy: Democrat... how do I fit philosophy into one little space?


A good book I’ve read recently: Nicholas Nickleby (Dickins)

Favorite movies:  I never see movies


Favorite music: Classical


Describe your favorite vacation:  Most of my life, vacations have been nothing but chances to visit dying relatives; after most of them died, I ran out of places to go... but I did go to Israel this winter!  That was a good vacation!  

- Oh - here was a fun one:  I didn't want to vacation because I was organizing the High Holy Days music for my temple &  still needed a tenor and a clarinet... but my husband insisted on spending a week on Cape Cod.  By the end of the week we learned that the B&B owner was a tenor & clarinetist who spent week-days in Cambridge, near the temple - so we had what I was looking for.


What do you see yourself doing in the next 5-10 years, or when you retire?:  Depends on what my physical state is... but if I stay relatively un-disabled, I figure I'll stay in my current job, keep giving voice lessons, sing when I can, keep going to the gym... Retire?  Not likely!

If you suddenly had the opportunity to fulfill your greatest fantasy, what would you do?:  Sing Lucia at the Met ... or maybe Norma instead.


Any additional comments:

I should have been a healthy old woman.  I should be taking long walks, dancing, climbing mountains, swimming... but my disability, which has nothing to do with my age, makes that impossible.  So I will be as healthy as I can be.  Those of you who are NOT disabled - take care of yourselves! Do all the things I can't do! 

